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Tofts Ness is a peninsula at the north end of the Orcadian island of Sanday
where mounds and banks represent a domestic landscape, marginal even in
island terms, together with a funerary landscape. A combination of selective
excavation and geophysical survey during 1985-8 revealed settlement and
cultivation spanning Neolithic to Early Iron Age times, including burnt
mounds and traces of plough cultivation. The Neolithic inhabitants of Tofts

Ness appear not to have used either Grooved Ware or Unstan Ware, and it is
suggested that this reflects a lack of status compared to the settlement at
Pool. Instead, the pottery shares important links to contemporary
assemblages from West Mainland Shetland, and this is echoed by the steatite
artefacts. The link with Shetland remains visible into the Late Bronze Age.
The upper levels of the main settlement mound contained the remains of stone-
built roundhouses of the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age, of which the
last survived to a height of 1.5m. A lack of personal items amongst the
artefact assemblage again indicates the low status of the inhabitants. The
economic evidence for all periods shows a mixed subsistence economy based on
animal husbandry and barley cultivation, together with fishing, fowling and
the exploitation of wild plants both terrestrial and marine. Important
studies on the farming methods employed on Tofts Ness reveal a manuring
strategy in managing small fields that was more akin to intensive gardening
than field cultivation and a deliberate policy of harvesting the barley crop
whilst under-ripe. In this exciting and lavishly illustrated new guide,
Damien Noonan explores a variety of historic sites. The Outer Hebrides lie
40 miles to the west of mainland Scotland, forming a barrier to the North
Atlantic. Culturally distinct from early prehistory, the islands contain a



wealth of historical and archaeological monuments, including the standing
stones at Callanish, the magnificent St Clement’s church at Rodel as well as
numerous brochs, castles, Pitish houses, croft houses and industrial and
military buildings. In addition to descriptions of key historic sites from
prehistory onwards and gazetteers covering every place of historical
interest, this book also traces the development of the modern environment
and landscape of the islands, enabling the visitor to appreciate the sites
within their historical and cultural context. The chambered tomb of Maeshowe
sits in one of the richest and best preserved Neolithic landscapes in
Europe. This was a place of stone circles, villages and burial monuments; a
place where people lived, worshipped and honoured their dead. The surviving
evidence tells us that about 5,000 years ago, Orkney was a thriving focus
whose influence was felt many miles away.Aside from Maeshowe, visitors can
discover Neolithic houses at Skara Brae and Barnhouse, dramatic stone-
circled henges such as the Stones of Stenness and the Ring of Brodgar, and
the astonishing ceremonial centre at Ness of Brodgar, still being uncovered
by archaeologists.The importance of the Heart of Neolithic Orkney was marked
in 1999 when some of its key monuments were inscribed as a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. This book will help you to explore and understand the Site,
and discover other related monuments in the area. Orkney-based archaeologist
Caroline Wickham-Jones explores more than 60 of Orkney's monuments in
concise and accessible terms, set in context by a brief history of the
islands. The Brough of Birsay was the power-center of the Viking earldom of
Orkney and is one of Historic Environment Scotland�s key monuments and
visitor attractions on the islands. This publication is the culmination of
60 years of investigations that took place on the site between 1954 and
2014. This new volume incorporates comprehensive accounts of work undertaken
by Dr Ralegh Radford and Mr Stewart Cruden between 1954 and 1964,
excavations by the Viking and Early Settlement Research Project under the
direction of the author on site between 1974 and 1981, a rescue excavation
in 1993, a geophysical survey in 2007 and archival research up to 2014.

Specialist artefactual and palaeobiological studies of metallurgical
material, ogham inscriptions and a gilt-bronze mount of Insular origin are
included, together with re-analysis of the radiocarbon dates from all sites
in Birsay Bay, and a re-assessment of the architecture and dating of the
church and related buildings on the Brough itself. The final two chapters
put the Brough, as both a Pictish power-center and the hub of the Viking
earldom, in the overall context of Birsay Bay and Viking and late Norse
Orkney, and the wider world between the Pictish and late Norse/Medieval
periods. As well as being the author�s third and final volume reporting on
work for the Birsay Bay Project, this volume completes a trilogy of studies
of the Brough itself, alongside Mrs Cecil Curle�s and Prof John Hunter�s
earlier monographs. The most complete and authoritative look at Scottish
history and its rich archaeological heritage. Each book in the series tells
the story of a particular area of Scotland, from its earliest days of
settlement to up-to-date information on modern society. An evocative look at
the ancient Scottish monuments, and what they reveal about the Orcadian way
of life, from the earliest farmers around 4000 BC, to the Viking onslaught
of AD 800. The archaeological sites of Orkney give us an unparalleled
glimpse into prehistory. Inscribed as the 'Heart of Neolithic Orkney' World



Heritage Site in 1999, four great monuments - the village of Skara Brae, the
Ring of Brodgar, the Stones of Stenness and the burial mound of Maeshowe -
are also at the center of the archipelago's story. This book looks at what
makes these monuments so special. Caroline Wickham-Jones explores the
Neolithic world in which they were built, how they came to be a focus
through the ages, and what they mean today. Picts, saints, Vikings,
antiquarians and tourists populate Orkney's past: a history which is
channeled through these 'dances of stones'. This new second edition replaces
the highly successful and widely used first edition, which sold over 1,000
copies. The text has been fully updated to take account of recent
discoveries and research including the now world famous site Ness of
Brodgar. In addition there are over thirty new images including stunning
photographs of Orkney's archaeology and landscape. This study documents
excavations by Peter Gelling of Prehistoric, Pictish, Viking and later
remains at Skaill from 1963-1981. The earliest evidence of occupation was
provided by ard-marks cut into the subsoil, which relate to cultivation in
the Early-Middle Bronze Age. Two stone-built structures were also found,
dating to the Late Bronze Age. For much of its history, Orkney had its own
language, culture and institutions. The prehistoric inhabitants created
monuments which are unmatched anywhere in Europe, and the medieval period
saw the magnificent earldom that expressed itself through the Orkneyinga
Saga and the building of St Magnus Cathedral in Kirkwall. Like Shetland,
Orkney was heavily influenced by Viking traders and raiders from
Scandinavia, and for a long period it formed an outlying part of the kingdom
of Norway.Over 500 years ago, however, the islands lost their Scandinavian
links and since then have had a sometimes difficult association with
mainland Scotland. More recent times have seen the use of Orkney as a
strategic stronghold during two world wars, and the far-reaching impact of
oil and gas exploitation in the North Sea. This classic book covers the
whole fascinating story and will be of interest to readers far beyond the
rocky shores of Orkney itself. This case study is part of the Contemporary

Cases Online series. The series provides critical case studies that are
original, flexible, challenging, controversial and research-informed, driven
by the needs of teaching and learning. This book offers a groundbreaking
analysis of Neolithic art and architecture in Orkney, focussing upon the
incredible collection of hundreds of decorated stones being revealed by the
current excavations at the Ness of Brodgar. The Neolithic village known as
Skara Brae was continuously occupied for about 300 to 400 years, before
being abandoned around 2500 BC. Despite severe coastal erosion, eight houses
and a workshop have survived largely intact, with their stone furniture
still in place. This is the best-preserved settlement of its period in
northern Europe, and thousands of artefacts were discovered during
excavations of the site.Who lived here? How did they live? And why did they
ultimately abandon the village? In this lively account, Dr David Clarke, who
led major excavations at Orkney's Skara Brae, describes the details of the
site and explores some of the enigmas posed by this extraordinary survival.
This fascinating book is all about Skara Brae, a prehistoric Stone Age site
in the Orkney Islands, Scotland. There is very little published material on
the site currently available. Containing beautiful photographs and written
with simple, clear explanation, this book is a fascinating insight into life



in the Stone Age period. Can you imagine a different Scotland, a Scotland
where women are commemorated in statues and streets and buildings - even in
the hills and valleys? This is a guidebook to that alternative nation, where
the cave on Staffa is named after Malvina rather than Fingal, and Arthur's
Seat isn't Arthur's, it belongs to St Triduana. Where you arrive into Dundee
at Slessor Station and the Victorian monument on Stirling's Abbey Hill
interprets national identity not as a male warrior but through the women who
ran hospitals during the First World War. The West Highland Way ends at Fort
Mary. The Old Lady of Hoy is a prominent Orkney landmark. And the plinths in
central Glasgow proudly display statues of suffragettes. In this 'imagined
atlas' fictional streets, buildings, statues and monuments are dedicated to
real women, telling their often untold or unknown stories.For most of
recorded history, women have been sidelined, if not silenced, by men who
named the built environment after themselves. Now is the time to look
unflinchingly at Scotland's heritage and bring those women who have been
ignored to light. Sara Sheridan explores beyond the traditional male-
dominated histories to reveal a new picture of Scotland's history and
heritage. For too long the story of this exciting period has been told using
the same stone-built suites, mainly in the North and on Orkney. It tells the
story using evidence from all over Scotland, from simple settlements as well
as the great monuments, tombs and mysterious standing stones that are still
such a notable feature of today's landscape. Designed throughout with
colourful and detailed illustrations, "Farmers, Temples and Tombs" outlines
in a clear and understandable way the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age in
Scotland. It contains in-depth features on important Neolithic sites and
emphasizes that what are now archaeological sites were once places where
normal people lived. Included in the book are specially commissioned
illustrations which show how different sites might have looked, as well as a
list of Neolithic sites that can be visited across Scotland. This book is
part of a newly updated edition of the acclaimed Making of Scotland series
produced by Historic Scotland and Birlinn which provides lively, accessible

and up-to-date introductions to key themes and periods in Scottish history
and prehistory. Grossbritannien/Irland- Urbanistik/Siedlungsgeschichte -
Grab/Gräberfeld. Discover the secrets of the Stone Age and travel back in
time to see what life was like for the villagers of Skara Brae on Orkney.
This book introduces little explorers to Neolithic life through Scotland's
most famous prehistoric village. Moving parts let them catch a fish for
dinner, cook over an open fire, travel through tunnels to visit friends,
raise a standing stone at Stenness, and even uncover the village thousands
of years later!Published in partnership with Historic Environment Scotland,
custodians of Skara Brae, the bright and exciting illustrations are packed
full of historical detail helping young children to learn as they play.An
ideal gift for visitors to Scotland, this large board book is chunky but
lightweight with sturdy moving parts that are just the right size for little
hands. Ian Armit tells the story of Scotland's earliest history by
concentrating on 100 of the most exciting and accessible monuments, which he
places firmly in their wider historical context. The book includes regional
itineraries, a complete guide to museums and heritage attractions, and an
archaeological glossary. An investigation of the origins of the Neolithic
farming village on Orkney Island • Reveals the striking similarities between



Skara Brae and the traditions of pre-dynastic ancient Egypt as preserved by
the Dogon people of Mali • Explains how megalithic stone sites near Skara
Brae conform to Dogon cosmology • Examines the similarities between Skara
Brae and Gobekli Tepe and how Skara Brae may have been a secondary center of
learning for the ancient world In 3200 BC, Orkney Island off the coast of
Northern Scotland was home to a small farming village called Skara Brae. For
reasons unknown, after nearly six centuries of continuous habitation, the
village was abandoned around 2600 BC and its stone structures covered
over--perhaps deliberately, like the structures at Gobekli Tepe. Although
now well-excavated, very little is known about the peaceful people who lived
at Skara Brae or their origins. Who were they and where did they go? Drawing
on his in-depth knowledge of the connections between the cosmology and
linguistics of Egyptian, Dogon, Chinese, and Vedic traditions, Laird
Scranton reveals the striking similarities between Skara Brae and the Dogon
of Mali, who still practice the same cosmology and traditions they once
shared with pre-dynastic Egypt. He shows how the earliest Skara Brae houses
match the typical Dogon stone house as well as Schwaller de Lubicz’s
intrepretation of the Egyptian Temple of Man at Luxor. He explains how
megalithic stone sites near Skara Brae conform to Dogon cosmology, each
representing sequential stages of creation as described by Dogon priests,
and he details how the houses at Skara Brae also represent a concept of
creation. Citing a linguistic phenomenon known as “ultraconserved words,”
the author compares words of the Faroese language at Skara Brae, a language
with no known origin, with important cosmological words from Dogon and
ancient Egyptian traditions, finding obvious connections and similarities.
Scranton shows how the cultivated field alongside the village of Skara Brae
corresponds to the “heavenly field” symbolism pervasive throughout many
ancient cultures, such as the Field of Reeds of the ancient Egyptians and
the Elysian Fields of ancient Greece. He demonstrates how Greek and Egyptian
geographic descriptions of these fields are a consistent match with Orkney
Island. Examining the similarities between Skara Brae and Gobekli Tepe,

Scranton reveals that Skara Brae may have been a secondary center of
initiation and civilizing knowledge, a long-lost Egyptian mystery school set
up millennia after Gobekli Tepe was ritually buried, and given the timing of
the site, is possibly the source of the first pharaohs and priests of
ancient Egypt. This title, part of a series on ancient monuments, provides a
guide to the monument of Orkney. A great number of these monuments have
survived, to illustrate human achievement on the island. John R Hume is
Scotland's foremost expert on industrial heritage. John's greatest passion
was - and is - industry. Over the course of the 1960s, 70s and 80s, he took
over 25,000 photographs of late-industrial and post-industrial Scotland. His
collection is a remarkable portrait of a way of life that has now all but
vanished. His drive to act as a witness to Scotland's industrial empire, and
its steady disintegration, took him to every corner of the country.John's
photography produces an exhaustive and objective record. Yet it also reveals
remarkable and poignant glimpses of domestic life - children playing in
factory ruins, high-rises emerging on the city skylines, working men and
women dwarfed by the incredible scale of an already crumbling industrial
infrastructure.In A Life of Industry, author Daniel Gray tells John's story,
and the story of what has been lost - and preserved. Orkney: A Historical



Guide is a marvelous companion to the fascinating Orkney islands, offering a
broad overview of their history. Starting with the prehistoric period, from
which survives the famous settlement of Skara Brae, it goes on to discuss
the flowering of the Celtic Church in the sixth and seventh centuries and
the subsequent invasion by the Vikings, who settled there in large numbers
and established a powerful Norse earldom. This was perhaps the most dynamic
period of Orkney's history, and is characterised in the famous Orkneyinga
Saga, one of the major literary works of its time. Orkney lies only twenty
miles north of mainland Scotland, yet for many centuries its culture was
more Scandanavian than Scottish. Strong westerly winds account for the
scarcity of trees on Orkney and for the tradition of well-constructed stone
buildings. As a result, exceptionally well-preserved remains are to be found
in the islands, providing a rounded view of society through the ages. Sites
and remains to be explored include settlements from the stone age, stone
circles and burials from the bronze age, iron-age brochs, Viking castles,
the magnificent cathedral of St Magnus, Renaissance palaces, a Martello
tower from the Napoleonic Wars and numerous remains from the Second World
War. This new edition has been revised and updated, and includes a new
chapter which sheds light on exciting and recent findings. Examines the
monuments of prehistoric Orkney, spanning a period from the earliest
farmers, around 4000 BC, to the Viking onslaught, about AD 800. The quality
of the building stone has helped to ensure the survival of these monuments,
including: the Neolithic settlements of Skara Brae and Knap of Howar; the
early chambered tombs at Midhowe, Maes Howe, Quoyness and Isbister; the
stone circle of Stenness; the Ring of Brodgar; and the later brochs at
Midhowe and Gurness. An illustrated architectural guide to the built memory
of Orkney's history, from a 12th-century cathedral founded by Vikings to an
Italian wartime chapel, from north-west Europe's oldest dwelling to one of
Scotland's finest Renaissance palaces.
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